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Identification & Protection of
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems

*Review of existing knowledge of the ecology of GDEs — URS 2000

eEcosystems were classified:
e Wetlands
eStreams/Drains
ePhreatophytes
eKarst

eEcosystems were further classified into land units and thresholds
identified

eInformation translated into the Water Allocation Plans

ePolicy Basis — if a threshold is exceeded then whole or
part of the allocation will not be granted
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WAP Revision — Prioritising GDEs

eCurrent policy direction very 'broad brush approach’
eConsiders all GDEs equal — no priorities set
eLack of monitoring/on-ground data to implement policy
eReview GDEs throughout the South East setting priority areas
eDevelop a policy direction to ensure implementation and protection
eUndertake on-groundwork to develop data sets/monitoring
eSignificant part of the review is developing methodology to prioritise
ecosystems:

eLevel of Dependency

eVulnerability

eUniqueness

eImpacts/threats
eHealth
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Assessing Dependence on Groundwater
of Nearshore Marine Ecosystems in
South East of South Australia

eFlinders University — Prof. Peter Fairweather
Student Rohan Henry

3 year study, 1st year completed

OBJECTIVES

eNear shore marine ecosystems wholly or
partially dependent on discharge of
groundwater

eDefine groundwater requirements

eThreats in relation to groundwater use or
management
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Rehabilitating Aquatic Groundwater
Environments

eProvide funding to rehabilitate important karst sites,
encompassing caves, sinkholes and rising springs

eInvolve the community in the on-ground restoration of
importance environments

eCommunity awareness program

eHigh-profile demonstration of the importance of protecting
groundwater-sources aquatic ecosystems
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eManaging ecosystems throughout the region infringfng
development, primarily from the Boards point of view,

groundwater use




